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Acute Hepatitis Presenting as Migraine without Aura
Yun-Ju Choi, MD, Seung-Han Lee, MD, PhD?, Weol-Min Kim, MD

Department of Neurology, Seonam University College of Medicine, Presbytarian Medical Center, Jeonju, “Chonnam National University
College of Medicine, Chonnam National University Hospital, Gwangju, Korea

ABSTRACT Hepatitis may cause hepatic and extrahepatic diseases. The neurologic complications that share certainty of
association with hepatitis include headache, cerebral vasculitis, meningitis and fibromyalgia. Most of these
complications are associated with chronic viral hepatitis. Headache is not an uncommon complication of
hepatitis. AlImost the whole of complicate headache is related to viral hepatitis, anti-viral agents for hepatitis,
or presence of jaundice. Here we report a case of acute hepatitis presenting migraine-like headache without
jaundice.

(J Pain Auton Disord 2014;3:38-41)
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Figure 1. Imaging studies. (A) Brain CT revealed no significant brain parenchymal abnormalities. (B) Normal cerebral
vasculature on brain CT angiogram. (C) No hepatomegaly or parenchymal liver disease on abdominal CT.
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Table 1. Serial changes of the visual analog scale (VAS) score according to the level of liver enzymes

Day Admission HD 2 HD 4 HD 9 HD 12 Discharge (HD 14)
AST, U/L (0-38) 379 342 273 44 23 18
ALT, U/L (0-43) 267 377 401 168 92 30
r-GTP, U/L (11-45) 470 379 244 185 150 27
ALP, TU/L (104-338) 416 407 339 263 209 190
VAS score (0-10) 7 6 6 4 1 0

HD, hospital day; AST, aspartate aminotrasferase; ALT, alanine aminotranferase; r-GTP, gamma glutamyl trasferase; ALP, alkaline

phosphatase; VAS, Visual analog scale.
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(headache attributed to other disorder of homoesostasis) .= %
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